130 Legislative Session — Step-by-Step
Directions to Testify for a Bill

(in Writing or via Zoom)
Updated 11 Feb 2021

First, go to the online portal here:
https://www.mainelegislature.org/testimony/

You'll need to know the Committee, the date
of the public hearing, and the Bill Number
(LD). Select each of those at the top of the
form.

Then fill out the rest of the details on this
page. If you want to testify in person, you
should check that box on the bottom of the
screen first (see red arrow - there seems to be
a glitch that if you upload written testimony
first, that will be deleted when the in-person
box is checked and must then be uploaded
again). Note also that you will need to click
Support/Oppose/Neither For Nor Against.
Seasonal residents should use their Maine
town, even if they don't vote in Maine. Click
Submit/Register.

If you are testifying “live”, you will get an email
from the Committee clerk with a Zoom link to
use at the date and time of the hearing. You
will also get a reminder an hour before the
meeting. You will not have audio or video
enabled when you first join the meeting. When
it comes time to hear testimony, the chair will
read out three names at a time, and you will
be let into the meeting and your audio and
video can be turned on. Please note it takes 5-
7 seconds to “join” the hearing. Be patient
through this transition! Committee Chairs
have discretion when it comes to your
background and will request you turn off your
video if you have a background deemed
offensive. You will have three minutes to
speak. Greet the two chairs by name and the
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committee as a whole. State your name and town, then be as concise as possible. Speak passionately
and from your heart about the bill and why you care. And be prepared to be cut off if you go much over

your three minutes.

Thank you so much for speaking up about bills in the legislature! Your voice matters and makes a big
difference. For more information, including tips on writing testimony, current priority bills for Maine
Lakes, and much more, visit www.lakes.me/advocacy or email sgallo@lakes.me.
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