YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

LakeSmart is about taking simple actions to
protect your lake. There are many Best Manage-
ment Practices (BMPs) you can put in place that
will “slow the flow” and give rainwater a chance to
soak into the ground (infiltrate) before reaching the
lake. Some BMPs can be done in an afternoon,
some might take years, but all are investments in
long-term lake health.

BEEFY BUFFERS

While there are many BMPs that will help reduce
your property’s contributions of phosphorus into
the lake, planting deep swaths of native vegetation
along the shoreline, beside paths and on the down-
hill side of driveways and parking areas is one of
the easiest ways to infiltrate runoff and “slow the
flow.”

Buffers with many tiers of vegetation (duff
(needles and leaves), ground cover, shrubs, mid-
story trees and canopy trees) provide the most
protection, and a buffer can beautifully frame your
lake view. The multiple tiers of vegetation intercept
more rain, and the deep roots of native plants help
absorb rainwater and extract phosphorus.
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BECOME
LAKESMART

Check out LakeSmart
Start at lakesmart.org to
get started on your own, or
contact your local lake
association to schedule a
LakeSmart visit by a
volunteer evaluator.

— WWW.LAKESMART.ORG =
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If your property is
protecting water quality, it
might merit LakeSmart award signs for display,
helping spread the word to neighbors and friends
that you are committed to keeping your lake
healthy.

Whether or not your property merits a LakeSmart
award yet, you'll get written recommendations
about what Best Management Practices (BMPs)
you may consider to increase your property’s
ability to protect lake water quality.

LakeSmart evaluations are free, voluntary, non-
regulatory and confidential . You are under no
obligation to undertake LakeSmart suggestions.
However, we hope you'll decide to find ways to
capture the rain, “slow the flow”, and reduce lake
pollutants. You'll protect water quality, property
value and wildlife habitat for many generations to
come.

FMI:
Contact Maine Lakes today!
207-495-2301 or info@lakes.me
Learn more at www.lakesmart.org
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De lakeymart

FOR THE SAKE OF YOUR LAKE

Do you appreciate Maine’s clear, clean lakes? What
does the beautiful panorama of your lake, the song
of a loon calling in the evening, or a boundless
summer day spent swimming, fishing, or boating
mean to you? Will you help protect your lake so
your children and grandchildren will experience the
clean, clear water you enjoy today?

If you will, then LakeSmart is for you!

Look i'ﬁ»side for tips and the LakeSmart poster.

Being LakeSmart preserves water quality and
property values while protecting wildlife habitat
and the recreational values of Maine lakes.

isu Biq 1e axe| J1noA 1nd ‘1eak

laye Jeak ‘aye| syl punole siayio pue soqybiau
InoA ‘noA wouy uonnjod sy v "wsjqold biq

e aJe 19y1abo) pappe - 1oz} Jo uoneoldde
Joujw e ‘ume| 8y} uo arsem 1ad aj| e ‘Jjound
191eMulI0ls 9|1}| e - uonn|jod JO $82IN0S [|ewS

R
-

‘seale Bupyied pue sbuip|ing Jeau Ajjeroadss
‘WwJo1s e Jaye ulel Ag 49| S|sUUBYD 10} punoJe
3007 "aye| J1noA 01 yied 10841p e sey snioydsoyd
1ey1 noA moys Auadolid 1noA uo uoisols Jo subis

"JUSAS UlBJ B J9}je 9Xe| B OlUl paysem

S 1eyl |10s pue pues s| snioydsoyd Jo 92In0s
1596619 8y} 1ng "oxe| e oul Aem Jidy} puly JOAd
PINOYS YdIYM JO SUOU ‘|10 J0}0W pue SIaues|d
ployasnoy ‘s1az||iua} ‘@1sem 1ad Buipnjoul
‘s9oe|d 4o s10| Ul snioydsoyd puly ued NoA

"y1jeay 1ad pue uewny

wJey Ajjenusalod pue ‘1elgey ajl|pjim apelbap
‘U916 Jalem ulin} ‘9|quiIS] |[BWS 1Y} SWOO|q
oeb|e aAlssew Buipss) ‘Doue|eq Jo 1no aye|

e 1nd ued snioydsoyd yonw 001 Ing ‘wa1sAs0os
ae| Aue jo ped Ayyeay e ‘sebje aye| spos)

1ey} wswsajd Buindoo Ajjeinieu e si snioydsoyd

OISIY LV IAVT dNOA SI AHM


lakesmart.org/BMPs
lakesmart.org
http://www.lakesmart.org
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regular pumping nd with use
matched to capacity. ~— &~

Keep leach field free of
woody plant growth.

Cover outside heating
oil tanks to protect from
falling ice and snow

2?/I aintain roads so they
re crowned and stable,
with no erosion on the
shoulders.

e Define parking areas and
L) reduce size to what you
g use on a regular basis.

¢ Keep ditches functional
by regularly removing
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Y Maintain a deep multi-
tiered shoreline buffer of
native vegetation.

YOU CAN CREATE A Lakc&w:art PROPERTY!

This typical older camp, sited closer to the lake than current regulations allow, protects the
lake when all the standards listed above are met.

Need more information? Visit www.lakesmart.org to learn more about the standards
described above, and how you can be part of the LakeSmart solution.



http://www.lakesmart.org

