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My areas
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• Foodways and 13-month calendar

• Places are organizing people

• Ex: Siqonomeq and waterfalls



My areas

Sites of Sustenance 

• Foodways and 13-month calendar

• Places are organizing people

• Ex: Summer time on the coast

• Historically and contemporary
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Overall Directions
• How can indigenous ways of 

knowing inform river restoration 
and provide a guide forward. 

• Restore Wabanaki “text”



Gluskabe

Mythology and Folklore

• Process and heal

• Knowledge, values, and 
management

• Stories about water
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Gluskabe and the Giant 
Animals
• Story time: 

• Sustenance is to have life (MITSC, 2022)

• Management of Rivers (Prins & McBride, 
2007)
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Gluskabe and the Weir
• Story time:

• Practice and river dynamics

• Balancing ecology and sustenance

• Mainstem blockages are bad



Stories of Gluskabe
• Blockages disrupt movement, ecology, and 

sustenance

• Wabanaki management – balance and relationship 
with species



Gluskabe Blocks the river



Gluskabe and 
the weir

• Dana, Lukens, & Quinn, 2021

• Grandmother teaches

• Builds a weir

• Grandmother teaches 

• Creates fish passage



Grandmother’s 
Teachings

Over 200 years of blockage

• Paint turned black (Lichter 
et al., 2006) 

• CCPC ( Judd, 1990) 

• Water policy (MITSC, 
2022)



Grandmother’s 
Teachings

Over 200 years of blockage

• River herring (Bassett, 
2018) 

• Newsworthy (Hall et al., 
2011)

• This dam and at Augusta 
(Lichter et al., 2006)



Grandmother’s 
Teachings

Over 200 years of blockage

• Industry resistance 
(MITSC, 2022) 

• Localized resistance 
(Willis, 2009).



Summarize the Stories of 
Gluskabe
• Blockages disrupt movement, ecology, and 

sustenance

• Why the health disparities exist 

• Restricting presence and sustenance

• Wabanaki management – balance and relationship 
with species



Grandmother Corrects 
Sites of Sustenance 

• Mi’kmaq Nation – Presque Isle 

• Houlton Band of Maliseet 

• Penobscot Nation

• Passamaquoddy Nations



Grandmother Corrects 
Siqonomeq is restored

• Our children are gathering again

• Engaging in multiple sciences

• Reaccessing identity 



Grandmother Corrects 
Siqonomeq is restored

• All children are learning with fish

• Connections to fishers

• Alewives = healthy groundfish (Ames & Lichter, 
2013).

• Maine Center for Coastal Fisheries



Restoring Wabanaki values to 
fish passage
What can I do? 

• MITSC – Sea Run (2022)

• Obomsawin (2021) Wabanaki Perspectives on 
Kennebec River damming 

• Loring – One Nation Under Fraud (2022)

• Harvard - Economic and Social Impacts of 
Restrictions on the Applicability of Federal Indian 
Policies to the Wabanaki Nations in Maine (2022)



Call of the Loon
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