


The purpose of this guide is to provide general guidance and information on
official laws, regulations, and permits required for urban agriculture in the 

City of Revere, MA.

Urban agriculture in Revere is regulated by the Revere Urban Agriculture
Zoning Ordinance and the Revere Board of Health Regulations. Residents

should also follow state and federal regulations when they apply. 

For the complete Revere Urban Agriculture Zoning Ordinance, visit:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oPVedww6Jz_Pk_75Verc5Wnb8VxdYlBL/vie

w?usp=sharing

The complete Revere Board of Health regulations and application for
beekeeping and chicken keeping are found in Citizen Serve.

See guidance on using Citizen Serve in the Appendix.

A special thanks to the City of Somerville for inspiring this guide and sharing
some of the content from their ABC's of Urban Agriculture.

Prepared by the City of Revere Department of Public Health and 
the MGH Revere CARES coalition.

2023 City of Revere

You are free to share this work but must attribute it to the 
City of Revere, MA. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oPVedww6Jz_Pk_75Verc5Wnb8VxdYlBL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oPVedww6Jz_Pk_75Verc5Wnb8VxdYlBL/view?usp=sharing


URBAN FARMING

Urban agriculture is an umbrella term that
describes a range of food-growing practices that
may include the keeping of chickens and/or bees
but does not include other livestock. Urban
agriculture may also be referred to as urban
farming. 

The Revere Urban Agriculture Ordinance
establishes rules and regulations for urban
agriculture, accessory-use residential farms,
community gardens, farms, and farming on
municipal property.

From the Revere Urban Agriculture Ordinance:

"The City of Revere is committed to increasing access to fresh, locally grown,
wholesome foods for all residents. As national leaders in innovative government
practice, Revere on the Move and its local partners have established a wide and
increasing variety of programs and resources for access to fresh food. State
and national policies are also encouraging home gardeners to produce their
own food. There is local interest in additional community gardens, community
farms, and small commercial farms. Growing local foods eliminates both the
need for fossil fuels in transporting food and the use of destructive chemicals
that are part of large-scale food production operations. Urban agriculture at a
residential scale provides a valuable supplement to a family's food budget and
provides an invaluable opportunity for children to learn about nutrition and
where food comes from." (O)

(O): Revere Urban Farming Ordinance. 



Did you know? 
Agriculture depends on the honeybee for pollination.

Honeybees account for 80% of all insect pollination. 

Bees need a constant supply of fresh water. 

Beekeeping is a year-round commitment. 

A new bee colony needs time to build a hive and honeycomb. 
You may not have honey the first year. 

You cannot surrender your bees to Revere Animal Control. 

“Yellow jackets” are not honey bees. 
Honeybees are worker bees and will not usually sting. Honeybees are
often blamed for all bad behavior attributed to “bees” in general. 

BEEKEEPING

State Laws
There are Massachusetts laws that

govern the keeping of honey bees (Apis
mellifera). They can be found in

330.CMR8.00 Chapter 128, Sect 30-36a,
38 Regulating Apiaries. 

All bee colonies should be registered
with the Massachusetts Department of

Agriculture. 



BEEKEEPING

You must have a permit from the Revere Board of Health to keep bees
within the City of Revere. The following are some highlights from the Revere
Board of Health regulations. Be sure to read and familiarize yourself with the full
Revere Beekeeping regulations found in the appendix. A guide on how to find
the beekeeping forms on Citizen Serve is also found in the appendix. See the
Resources section of this guidebook for additional links that will help you get
started. 

Highlights from Beekeeping Regulations

Any person applying for a license to keep bees in Revere shall demonstrate that he/she
has completed a beekeeper training course with an area beekeeping club or association.

Hives must be in an owner-occupied or single-family rental property with owner's
permission.

An apiary must be located at least five (5) feet from any property line or may be closer
to the property line if there is a solid fence or wall separating the apiary from an abutting
property. 

The license application fee for the issuance of a license shall be $50 and shall be
due at the time the applicant submits the license application to the BOH. There is
a $25 fee for annual renewal with no modifications to the plan or keeper.

The Board of Health will accept new applications until March 1st of each year. 

All beehives should be marked with the beekeeper’s name and contact information. 

The beekeeper needs to write a statement that shall include: A guarantee not to abandon
any beehive, including, but not limited to, in the event that the lot where the beehive is
located is sold or the beekeeper is no longer entitled to use the lot; a plan to transfer
ownership of all licensed apiaries to another beekeeper or sanctuary if necessary. 

No more than two (2) beehives are allowed on a lot. 



Did you know? 

CHICKENS

Before keeping chickens in Revere,
residents must first apply for a permit from

the Board of Health. The following are
highlights from the Revere Board of Health
regulations. Be sure to familiarize yourself

with all the regulations which are found in the
appendix. A guide on how to find the

chicken-keeping forms on Citizen Serve is
also found in the appendix. See the

Resources section of this guidebook for
additional links that will help you get started.

Keeping hens provides fresh eggs, a great way to connect to your food source
and entertainment. 

A healthy hen can lay an egg a day, depending on the season and the hen.  

Keeping hens requires daily feeding and maintenance. 

Hens only lay eggs for approximately 5 years, but they can live up to 10 years. 

If you order chicks online, it is difficult to be sure that they are all hens and no
roosters. 

Roosters are not allowed in Revere. 

“Hens start to lay eggs when they are about 4-6 months old.  

You cannot surrender your hens, chicks, or roosters to Revere Animal Control. 



CHICKENS
Highlights from Chicken Keeping Regulations

Persons who keep chickens shall not do so in a manner that would constitute
a nuisance or result in any unsanitary condition.  

A coop must have a minimum interior floor surface of at least two (2) square
feet per chicken. 

A run area is required and must have a minimum ground surface area of at least
ten (10) square feet per chicken. 

Entire structure (coop and run) must be less than 120 square feet and must
comply with all state and local building codes (including electrical and plumbing
permits, if needed). 

Consistent with R.R.O. 17.16.260(F)(1), coop and run structure must be located at
least two (2) feet from rear property line and five (5) feet from side property line
and follow all municipal building and setback requirements. 

Chicken bedding and waste must be discarded as per existing municipal waste
regulations (R.R.O 8.06.020) or composted on-site responsibly, in an
appropriate composting container. 

Coop and run structure is not permitted in front or side yards.

Odors from chickens, manure, or other chicken-related substances shall not be
perceptible at the property boundaries.

No roosters or crowing hens are permitted. 

Any person keeping chickens must always do so in a humane manner, including
but not limited to access to fresh food and water, protection from predators,
threats, and harm, and protection from elements as needed. Coop and run
must be kept clean and well-maintained. 

Necessary measures must be taken to prevent a buildup of pest and rodent
populations due to the presence of chickens on the property. 



CHICKENS
Highlights from Chicken Keeping Regulations

The license application fee for the issuance of a license shall be fifty ($50)
dollars and shall be due at the time the applicant submits the license
application to the BOH. The application fee for a license renewal shall be
twenty-five ($25) dollars and shall be due at the time the applicant submits
the application to the BOH. 

12 inch hardware cloth is highly recommended for use throughout the coop and
run structure for pest and predator prevention. Bury hardware cloth around the
entire perimeter of the structure for further pest prevention.

When composting bedding and manure, plan ahead. Often the volume of these
materials will be too large for a typical urban compost bin. Become familiar with
urban compost providers in the area. Become familiar with appropriate methods
of composting. 

All licenses to keep chickens may be renewed annually. A person seeking to
renew a license to keep chickens shall submit an application for renewal to the
BOH no later than March 1st of each year. The applicant shall apply for a renewal
on a form provided by the BOH. Failure to timely apply for a renewal of the
license shall result in the termination of the license. 

If you are a tenant, you will need written permission from the property owner. 

Chicken feed must be kept stored in pest-proof containers and/or kept within
the pest proof coop and run structure at all times.

Familiarize yourself with the best practices and methods
for backyard chicken keeping. Because hens are social

creatures, it is not recommended that you keep only one.
Before getting hens, think through where and how you will

keep them, including what to do when they stop laying
eggs, die or if you get a rooster by mistake, etc. Chicken

waste is an excellent garden fertilizer, but it must be
composted first.

 



Raised Bed Gardening
Consider getting your soil tested before planting directly in the ground. Many cities and towns have
found that their soil has been contaminated by a variety of different contaminants: lead from paint,
arsenic from pressure-treated wood, and other industrial waste. Some vegetables can absorb
metals from contaminated soil. A raised bed provides an opportunity to bring new soil that has not
been exposed to contaminants to create your garden. Raised bed gardening provides a space for
new, nutrient-rich soil to allow for growing fruits and vegetables in your yard or community garden
space.

GROWING FOOD FOR
PERSONAL CONSUMPTION

Yard Garden
"An accessory use on a residential lot to grow
plants for consumption, beautification, or
recreation for personal use. The garden may
be outdoors, in an accessory greenhouse or
on the roof of a structure. The ownership, care
and control is the responsibility of a resident
of the dwelling on the lot. Sales are prohibited
except at Farmers Markets." (O)

Benefits of  Raised Beds
Superb drainage because the soil mixture hasn’t been
compacted.

The garden can be taken care of from the edges making
for easy access and no need to step and compact the soil.

Soil mixture will be loose and fertile, ideal for growing
vegetables, fruits, and herbs.

The soil warms up faster in the spring, which allows for
earlier planting.

Loose soil makes planting, transplanting, and weeding
easier. Plants like loose soil because it gives them
plenty of space for their roots to grow.

Few garden tools are needed to plant and care for your
garden.

See the Resource section 

for links to full Raised Bed

Gardening Guides



COMMUNITY GARDENS
"Land that is gardened by a group of individuals sharing responsibility for the site either
independently or under the auspices of the City of Revere or nonprofit organization with a
primary purpose of providing space for members of the community to grow plants for
beautification, education, and recreation for personal use. Sales, processing and storage of plants
or plant products are prohibited on-site, except at farmers market. In all zones, community
gardens on all public and private lands are subject to compliance with all applicable provisions of
the garden rules set forth by the City of Revere and adapted by each community garden space
and its leadership team." (O)

The City of Revere currently has four community
gardens for residents to use. 

Corey Abrams Garden in Beachmont
133 Broadsound Ave

Gibson Garden
Located in the Riverside and Point of Pines

neighborhood of Revere.

McKinley School
65 Yeamans St

Revere High School
Located at the corner of 

East Mountain Ave and School Street.

For more information on the community
gardens, the rules, and 

to access the waiting list form visit:
https://www.revere.org/departments/co

mmunity-health-and-
engagement/community-gardens

Revere High School Community Garden

Gibson Community Garden



COMPOSTING

"Composting: means a process of accelerated
biodegradation and stabilization of organic
material under controlled conditions yielding a
product that can be safely used as fertilization."
(O)

Currently, the city of Revere does not offer a separate
composting bin during waste pick-up. Residents are
encouraged to consider services like Bootstrap
Compost. If residents wish to compost, it is
recommended that they use a secure composting
tumbler that will deter rodents.

Keeping Rodents Out of Compositing
For rodent-proofing, the City recommends that you buy an enclosed “tumbler” composter or
implement the following tips:

Install a metal hardware cloth on the ground (available at
hardware stores) and place the composter on it. This
prevents animals from burrowing under and into your
composter. 

Site your composter at least 18” away from all structures
and keep tall vegetation trimmed or mowed. 

Keep the doors/lids closed at all times. 

Compost properly by alternating layers of organic
materials (greens) and dried materials- leaves, twigs,
newspaper, etc. (browns) AND stirring the compost
(see the Resources section of this guide). You can
compost ALL garden waste, including fallen or rotting
fruits and vegetables, dried plants and twigs, etc.

DO NOT COMPOST anything with fat or odor, including
meat, dairy, bread, butter, oils or prepared foods. All large-
scale or commercial composting operations must follow
local, state and federal laws.



RAINWATER

Is rain barrel water safe to use on fruits,
herbs, and vegetables?

Water collected in a rain barrel is not considered a potable
water source, meaning it is not drinkable and has not been
tested to meet microbial water quality standards to
protect public health. Because the water from a rain barrel
is not potable, it should NOT touch the edible part of any
plant such as greens, fruit, root vegetables, herbs and
edible flowers.
Municipal and well-water sources are tested to make sure
they are free from detectable levels of harmful pathogens
like E. coli and other fecal pathogens that can make people
sick if ingested. 
Water from a rain barrel may have fecal contamination
from roofs or from wherever it has been collected from.
Roofing materials may also contain heavy metals and
chemical contaminants that can be dangerous to ingest. 

Reduce run-off and erosion on your property.

Provide an alternative water source for landscape plants.

Reduce use of municipal water to water plants, which may
lower your water bill.

Rainwater is slightly acidic and may contain minerals that
benefit plants.

The benefits of using a rain barrel

Be sure to have a filter to prevent
mosquitos from laying eggs in
standing water!



UMASS Amherst Extension Services offers an
affordable “Routine Soil Test” that includes Lead.

To learn more, visit: 
http://www.umass.edu/soiltest/list_of_services.htm 

SOIL SAFETY

The US EPA also recommends that soils used for gardening fall below 100 ppm total
lead. In Massachusetts, the regulatory safety threshold is 200 ppm total lead.
Requirements and recommendations vary by state, and consumers should seek
current and local information as appropriate. To reduce your risk of lead poisoning,
the following is advised:

The most common contaminant in urban soil is lead (Pb). It has been deposited on the soil
from years of industrial pollution, lead in gasoline and flaking leaded paint. Young children
are the most vulnerable when it comes to lead because their brain is still developing.
Children can be hurt by lead in soil if they eat fruits and vegetables grown in soil with high
levels of lead. If you will be growing directly on the ground instead of providing clean soil
on a raised bed, consider getting your soil tested. 

Good Gardening Practices to Reduce Lead Exposure
 Locate gardens away from old painted structures and heavily travelled roads.1.
 Give planting preferences to fruiting crops (tomatoes, squash, peas, sunflowers, corn, etc.).2.
 Incorporate organic materials such as high quality compost, humus, and peat moss.3.
 Lime soil as recommended by soil test (a soil pH of 6.5 to 7.0 will minimize lead availability).4.
 Wash hands immediately after gardening and prior to eating.5.
 Discard outer leaves before eating leafy vegetables. Peel root crops. Wash all produce
thoroughly.

6.

 Protect garden from airborne particulates using a fence or hedge. 7.
 Fine dust has the highest lead concentration.8.
 Keep dust in the garden to a minimum by maintaining a well-mulched, vegetated, and/or moist
soil surface.

9.

From: https://ag.umass.edu/soil-plant-nutrient-testing-laboratory/fact-sheets/soil-lead-fact-sheet



What You Can Sell

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SALE OF 
FARM PRODUCTS

In order to sell farm products, such as backyard
produce, eggs, and honey you must apply for a
Temporary Food Service License from the Inspectional
Services Department. Sales will only be allowed at the
Farmer’s Market. 

Where and How You Can Sell

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health Food Protection Program’s (FPP) interpretation of farm
products currently includes: 

1. Fresh Produce (fresh uncut fruits and vegetables), see soil test requirements below.
2. Unprocessed honey (Raw honey as defined by the National Honey Board: Honey as it exists in the beehive
or as obtained by extraction, settling or straining without added heat.)* 
3. Maple syrup
4. Farm fresh eggs (must be stored and maintained at 45°F (7.2°C).*  

See SAFE EGG HANDLING FOR BACKYARD EGG PRODUCERS under resources. 

For the sale of ALL other food products, you need a license as a retail food operation. 

Farm Stand: A temporary structure such as a table, stall or tent, for the display and sale of 
clean, whole, unprocessed produce, eggs, or honey, grown on-site.” (O)

(15) On-site sale of products from these users are allowed subject to the following provisions: 
1. Sales of products shall be permitted between the hours of 9:00am and 6:00pm, May 1 - Oct. 31 of each
year; 
2. Sales of products shall be permitted Not more than (3) days per week and Not more than (25) days per
year; 
3. Retail sales display areas shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet; 
4. One farmstand is allowed per lot; however, NO sales display or structure shall be located on a public
sidewalk, street or block vehicle and pedestrian flow;
5. Sales display, structure, and signage must be stored out of site while Not in use; 
6. Signage shall be limited to one (1) sign and not exceed six (6) square feet; and 
7. Proof of annual soil testing must be posted during all sales of products. (O) 

Please read the Recommendations about Soil Safety in this guide. 



RESOURCES

Bees
Massachusetts Beekeepers Association: Find links to Bee Schools,
Best Management, Practices, etc.  
www.massbee.org

Boston Area Beekeepers Association: Local Bee School 
www.bostonbeekeepers.org

Massachusetts State Regulations: State Requirements, State Registration 
www.mass.gov/apiary-program-honey-bees

If you see a swarm:
www.bostonbeekeepers.org/swarm-catching/

Chickens
Backyard Chickens: Educational Resource
http://www.yardbirdsbackyardchickens.com

Eggs
Safe Egg Handling for Backyard Egg Producers
https://www.mass.gov/doc/safe-egg-handling-for-backyard-egg-producers/download

Composting
Bootstrap Compost 
https://bootstrapcompost.com/

LINK TO BEE AND CHICKEN APPLICATION FORMS
https://www5.citizenserve.com/Portal/PortalController?
Action=showHomePage&ctzPagePrefix=Portal_&installationID=258&original_iid=0&original_contactI
D=0

http://www.massbee.org/
http://www.bostonbeekeepers.org/
http://www.mass.gov/apiary-program-honey-bees
http://www.bostonbeekeepers.org/swarm-catching/
http://www.yardbirdsbackyardchickens.com/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/safe-egg-handling-for-backyard-egg-producers/download
https://bootstrapcompost.com/


RESOURCES

How to Build a Raise Bed
The Food Project’s Do-It-Yourself Raised Bed Building Manual
https://thefoodproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/DIY-bag-manual.pdf

Revere Gardening Guides-Square Foot Method
The Revere Gardening Guides is available in English, Spanish, Portuguese, and Arabic and
covers gardening basics, as well as the square foot method to maximize a raised bed space.  
https://bit.ly/3MF4eKE
 

Soil Testing and Safety
UMASS Amherst Extension Services offers an affordable “Routine Soil Test” that includes Lead:
http://www.umass.edu/soiltest/list_of_services.html

Protecting Children from High Levels of Lead in Soil
https://www.mass.gov/doc/protecting-children-from-high-levels-of-lead-in-soil/download

Department of Environmental Protection, Lead Contamination in Your Yard:
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lead-contamination-in-your-yard-reducing-the-risks/download

Rain Water
Rain barrels in the Home Landscape
https://extension.umn.edu/water-wisely-start-your-own-backyard/rain-barrels#how-to-clean-
and-care-for-a-rain-barrel-2188711

https://thefoodproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/DIY-bag-manual.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/soiltest/list_of_services.html
https://www.mass.gov/doc/protecting-children-from-high-levels-of-lead-in-soil/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/lead-contamination-in-your-yard-reducing-the-risks/download
https://extension.umn.edu/water-wisely-start-your-own-backyard/rain-barrels#how-to-clean-and-care-for-a-rain-barrel-2188711
https://extension.umn.edu/water-wisely-start-your-own-backyard/rain-barrels#how-to-clean-and-care-for-a-rain-barrel-2188711


APPENDIX 

1. Guide to completing the beekeeping and chicken-
keeping application

2. Complete City of Revere beekeeping application

3. Complete City of Revere chicken keeping ordinance



APPENDIX 



Step 2: Click on Beekeeper 



Step 3: Create an account. 



Step 4: Click on Apply for Beekeeping License 



COMPLETE BEEKEEPING
REGULATIONS



















COMPLETE CHICKEN KEEPING
REGULATIONS


















